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man. Chalmers atoned for comparative mediocrity
of learning by the eloquence and moral fervour
with which he delivered magnificent conceptions,
and diffused a fresh glow of intellectual light and
spiritual life through the frozen orthodoxy of
Scotland. The restrained rhetoric and grave
eloquence of Hamilton, his rigid economy of
well-measured language, delivered in the class-
room word for word from manuscript, in defect of
easy command of extempore expression, was a con-
trast to the brilliant effusiveness and fervid, if
sometimes superfluous, iteration of his illustrious
theological colleague. The theology of Chalmers
was coloured by the philosophy of Brown, which
had dominated in Scotland in the two decades
that preceded and followed his death in 1820;
but Brown was the Mte noire of Hamilton, who
pursued him with relentless logic as a faithless
representative of the tradition of Eeid.

Notwithstanding moral reverence and personal
enthusiasm for the man, I somehow failed to find
in the lessons of Chalmers the expected satisfying
settlement of perplexities of religious thought.
It was so as to several articles of his philosophical
theism. To rest belief in the existence of God
upon the total absence of historic record ofhen the end of October.     Its  popula-
